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that he  was  a future  Channel  conqueror.    Nor  was physique specially formidable.   It was between sixteen twenty-one that he developed his Dempsey dimensions shot up to 6ft. 2in.   His father was a baths superintend so here is a puzzle for future students of the effects environment and heredity.
I left the H.E. School in 1917 at the end of my tl years' course, being then fifteen years old. Brother Al who was a civil servant at Somerset House, an arc Christian and the mainstay of the family, suggested th; should continue schooling at his expense. He sent me to City of London College, in Ropemaker Street, Moorgate enrol as a day student. Allan not only paid the fees, also my fares to and from Liverpool Street Station and my lunches.
The change from an East End suburb to the City drastic.   I scrambled out each morning with a half-diges
o                            o
breakfast and joined a stream of black- coated slaves pallid   typists   flowing   gummy-eyed   to   Maryland   P< Station.   I squeezed into a smoky second-class carriage which as a rule there were people standing, and then chug through the dreary slumscape to be regurgitated at the ot end.   This daily ordeal in a box on wheels confirmed purpose to become a journalist if only to escape from t rattling   suffocating   prison.    Smutty   sheep,   browsing muddy pastures between Stratford and Bow, somehow behind by the tide of building, were a constant remindei distant open spaces, of hills and the sea.
The City of London College was a co-educational est lishment, but unlike the H.E. in that boys and girls w taught together. This led to a certain amount of ha holding under the desks and some mild flirtations but 1 no more serious consequences. Discipline was not so sti as at my previous school, and I confess that, in consequer I did not learn, so much. I was studying English, econom shorthand, history, science, French, German and mat matics.
At the start, I had some brief moments of glory.  I pas well in the entrance examination and went into the form. Then, at the first Euclid test, I was singled out by